It was found that the ratio of acuteness of auditory perception depended only on the difference of duration of hearing, and on the constant K; i.e., it was something which could be measured by physical meth6ds in any physical laboratory, and the results and various differences could be calculated by any who were skilled in the business use of logarithms. Hartmann's chart gave only the duration of a normal person's hearing of a fork after the patient heard it no longer. The formula which the late Dr. Womack and himself had constructed was for air conduction only, because bone conduction needed a good deal of discrimination. A complete exalmlination of both ears occupied about twenty n-inutes.
By Sir JAMES DUNDAS-GRANT, K.B.E., M.D.
A BOY, aged 9, was sent to a convalescent home on account of debility, and was returned on account of rises of temperature and increased constitutional disturbance; he made no complaint of ear symptoms, but my colleague, Mr. Tudor Edwards (who saw him on account of glandular swelling in the neck), considered the temperature curve like that of lateral sinus phlebitis. I found a "quiet " bulging of the posterior part of the right tympanic membrane, and Mr. Ormerod confirmed my observation.
Puncturing the membrane evacuated a drop of bright muco-pus. I then opened the mastoid by Schwartz's method and, as the symptoms persisted, exposed and evacuated the sigmoid sinus, and afterwards the jugular vein in the neck. This, which was thickened and filled with the remains of clot, was divided as low down as possible, and brought out on to the surface of the neck. I introduced a catheter up as far as the roof of the jugular bulb, practised suction and gentle syringing, and effected a communication between the mastoid and the cervical orifices of the tube. The patient made a gradual recovery, having a voracious appetite throughout. The membrane healed up completely, and when last seen the hearing was good. No radical mastoid operation was performed.
Mr. W. STUART-Low said that he woujd like to have seen the temperature chart and a report of the examination of the blood. Recently two of his own patients had recovered without operation after having had temperatures ranging from 102°to 1050 F. with wellmarked rigors, and streptococci had been found in the blood.
Collargol ointment applied lightly, freely, and frequently to the neck on the affected side was readily absorbed through the skin, and by way of lymphatics and blood-stream helped to retard and resolve the septic clot in the jugular. Large doses of the old Edinburgh tincture of iron combined with 5 grains of quinine, which had a specific action against streptococci in the blood, were most useful, as, doubtless, such cases were pathologically erysipelatous in nature. The employment of an antistreptococcal vaccine or serum was frequently indicated, as this had, been proved to prevent the formation of secondary foci.
Case of Supernumerary Auricle on Left Side, and Congenital
Malformation of Right Cheek.
By H. NORMAN BARNETT, F.R.C.S.Ed.
V. H., A GIRL, aged 11. Family History.-One brother who died at 2 years was unable to talk or use his legs, and mother thinks he was deaf.
Personal lHistory.-Mother thinks child was always deaf to some extent; but that her deafness was made worse by recent cold, and that she has not recovered her former hearing.
